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TESTIMO NY
Vol. IV No. 3

Baptist Bible Institute of Cleveland

March, April, 1952

C~OIR ON TOUR VISITS I I CITIES
We now have the final program for
our Spring Choir Tour. We are all looking forward with anticipation to this
wonderful trip.
TOLEDO, Ohio, Thursday, April 24 7:30 P.M. Emmanuel Baptist Church,
Grand at Waite
GALION, Ohio, Friday, April 25 - 7:45
P.M. First Baptist Church, 114 N.
Walnut
BELLEFONTAINE, 0 hi o, Saturday,
April 26 - 7:30 P.M. Calvary Baptist
Church, N. Main and High

Presenting Our Director Ruth Nephew Writes
In order that you might have a thorough knowledge of the musical department of our school, we would like to introduce you to our director, Mrs. Kenneth Amsler.
Having an expressive as well as an
mezzo
attractive
soprano voice, and
being an accomplished pianist, she has
done extensive radio
and evang e 1 i s t i c
work. She at one
time travelled with
the Moody Bible Institute t r i o , composed of Wendell P.
Loveless, Ge o r g e
Mrs. Vivian Amsler
Edstrom and herself,
throughout the Middle West. She worked
with this same team in radio work at
M.B.I. in which she played the piano
and organ, and sang solos, duets and
trios.
Under her training and leadership our
school choir has always brought acclaim
from audiences wherever it has presented its program. We are certain that this
year will be no exception.
Mrs. Amsler's pride and jpy are her
three sons - Dwight (14), David (10) and
Danny (8) - known as the Three D's.
Having had excellent training, these boys
bring blessing to any service as they present their numbers in three-part harmony.
We are thankful that she has yielded
her musical abilities to our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ.

I suppose you would like to know
about Africa! Well, I will tell you a
little. I am in the Tchad province of
French Equatorial Africa. It is very
sandy here. In some parts there is white
sand and in other parts there is red
sand. Here at Koumra we have red or
rose colored sand. It is much prettier. It
is banked up along the roads like snow
drifts. There is no grass. Weeds grow,
but we keep them pulled around the mission so that we have a beautiful lawn of
red sand. In the front and back yard we
have shrubs and hedges flowering shrubs
and trees and at the side of the house we
have a bed of roses. There are very few
trees but at the station we have planted
some beautiful Palm and Mahogany
trees. It is very very difficult to get
anything to grow in this sand. However
we have lettuce, spinach, onions, garlic,
egg plant, and a tomato now and then.
We eat rice, peanuts and sweet potatoes
and manioc root which tastes something
like white potatoes. Once in a while we
catch an antelope, wild pig, or goose. We
buy eggs from the natives. Sometimes
we have chicken.
Sunday two men and two women were
saved. They are not saved in great numbers but by ones and twos. There was
also a soul saved in one of the villages
where one of our native evangelists is
laboring. How I rejoice for each soul
that is saved for the glory of our wonderful Lord. Communism is g o i n g
through like wild fire through dry grass.
Over 100 members at the church here in
(Continued on Page 2)

COLUMBUS, Ohio, Sunday afternoon,
April 27 - 2:30 P.M. Memorial Baptist
Church, 26 S. Sandusky
SPRINGFIELD, Ohio, Sunday evening,
April 27 - 7:30 P.M. Blessed Hope Baptist Church, Selma Rd. at York
MISHAWAKA, Indiana, Monday, April
28 - 7 :30 P.M. First Baptist Church,
Cor. Main & Lawrence
SANDUSKY, Ohio, Tuesday, April 29 7:30 P.M. Calvary Baptist Church, 1012
Columbus
CUYAHOGA FALLS, Ohio, Friday,
May 2 - 7:45 P.M. Graham Road Baptist Church, Graham at Wilson
WARREN, Ohio, Saturday, May 3 - 7:30
P.M. H. B. Turner Jr. High Auditorium, Mahoning at Packard Park
ELYRIA, Ohio, Sunday, May 4 - 7:30
P.M. First Baptist Church, 284 Washington
CLEVELAND, Ohio, Saturday, May 10
7:45 P.M. Hough Avenue Baptist
Church, Hough at 82nd
Plan now to attend Concert nearest you.
Our Choir Tour has been planned by
our director, Mrs. Amsler, with much
prayer and preparation. Our aim is to
reach many with song and praise to our
Lord. It is hoped that Christ will be
proclaimed and Him only. We pray that
hearts may yield to Him and dedicate
their lives for His service.
The program includes a few new and
varied selections, variations of some of
our old favorite hymns, and the male
quartet, girl's trio, duets, solos, and an
instrumental ensemble.
Plan now to attend the concert nearest your city or town and pray with us
that the Lord may have His complete
will in each appearance of the Choir, and
that President and Mrs. Amsler will be
truly blessed and used of the Lord ai;;
they accompany us on the tour.
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Editorial
Part of the joy that students share
while carrying out assignments from the
Practical Work Department comes from
meeting God's people from various walks
of life. In this regard, I believe that I
received my greatest blessing after a recent service in the Nottingham Baptist
Church here in the city. A lady, Mrs.
Tigney by name, came to me and said
that she had been praying for me daily
for over a year and will continue to do
so until I am in a full-time ministry. I
also learned that she obtains a list of
all students each year and holds every
one of us up before the Throne of Grace.
Since meeting her I have often thanked
God for such a one who has become
burdened for the training of Christian
young people and is doing her utmost
to provide for that training. She presents
such a contrast to the average Christian
in our churches who has seemingly resigned himself to, complacency, Jhin~ing that the Lords work embodied m
the Great Commission will maintain and
advance of its own accord. This of
course is not true, for why does God
permit believers to remain on the earth
often to undergo great persecution unless
it is to spread the Gospel of Christ.
We as students, are sold on the training that we receive and many are in a
position to know that it cannot be excelled anywhere in the country. Not only
do we receive sound doctrine but church
government is taught after scriptural
precedents and conclusions drawn from
historical examples. As students, o u r
burden is to impress the Christians of
the Baptist churches what we a~e convinced of. If we are successful m portraying the picture, our school will have
greater prayer and financial support and
B.B.I. will grow spiritually, numerically,
and have better facilities with which to
operate. If this article finds response in
your heart then it will have b~en . well
worth the time and space to prmt 1t.
B.B.I. TESTIMONY
Published periodically by the students of the
Baptist Bible Institute of Cleveland, Ohio.
Managing Editor ........................ Melvin Entingh
Consulting Editor .................... Kenneth A. Amsler
Publication Manager ................ John G. Bennett
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Ruth Nephew

(Continued from Page 1)
Koumra were enticed by their sweet
sounding words. Many of the evangelists
were drawn away. However, after a few
years now, some are coming back to the
Lord and some of our native evangelists
are coming back too. Once they see the
shallowness and falsity of Communism
they come back being much stronger in
the Lord. And they fight it for all they
are worth. When they come out of it
they are greatly persecuted but they are
willing and glad to endure for Him
who was persecuted, suffered, and died
for them.

Robbing God, Or
Proving God
Kenneth A. Amsler
Read Malachi 3 :8-10
During the days of the prophet Malachi serious abuses had crept into the
religious life of the Jews. The priests
were degenerate, the sacrifices were defective, the tithes were neglected, divorces were common and the Word of
God was ignored or denied. Against
every word from the Lord, the people
rebelled. In bold insolence and in stubborn self-defense they denied their guilt.
They said to God, "What do you mean?"
"Wherein hast thou loved us?" "Wherein have w e despised Thy n am e ?"
"Wherein have we robbed Thee?"
In every case God patiently and carefully answered their denials and revealed
their sin. When they cried out, "Wherein have we robbed Thee?" The Lord
said, "In tithes and offerings. Ye are
cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed
Me, even this whole nation."
Long before the Law was given to Israel at Mount Sinai, God's people understood that the tithe ( one-tenth) of their
possessions belonged to the Lord. Abraham paid tithes. See Genesis 14:20.
Jacob gave one-tenth to the Lord. "And
of all that thou shalt give me I will
surely give the tenth unto thee" (Genesis 28:22). The evidence from ancient
records indicates that the offering of the
tithe dates from great antiquity. Abraham was no doubt, familiar with this
practice for a long time. The cuniform

Praise Items
Sustained good health in our student
body and faculty.
Initial response ,to our library book
need.
Continual joy and zeal among evening
school students in studying the Word
and sharing B.B.I.'s interests.
A note of victory among us in spiritual
conflicts.
Open doors for our Sacred Musicale
and Choir Tour.
Gifts amounting to $767.00 toward payment of a $1,000.00 dormitory loan.
Salvation of many through opportunities of our Christian Service Department.
Gift of a davenport for our Dormitory
Living Room.

Prayer Items
God's blessing on the Choir Tour, that
souls may be won to Christ through it.
A dormitory for men. The need is imperative.
Continued strength, health and wisdom
for President Amsler.
Living quarters for a full-time faculty
member.
Restoration of health for Mr. Bennett.

Pres. Kenneth Amsler

inscriptions of Babylon contained frequent references to the tithe. This practice went back to the pre-Semitic age of
Chaldea, and the great temples of Babylon were largely supported by the esra
or tithe which was levied upon princes
and peasants alike. Professor S a y c e
points out "that there are many tablets
in the British Museum which are re 0
ceipts for the payment of the tithe to the
great temple of the sun-god at Sippara,
in the time of Nebuchadnezzar and
his successors."
Dr. H. Clay Trumbull declared that
the payment of tithes on the part of
Abraham was "the spontaneous performance of a most seemly and fitting act the performance indeed of a plain duty
... This, be it remembered, was long before the Mosaic law had made tithe paying obligatory on Jehovah's peculiar
people. And, to go outside of the sacred
record, it is found that 'the usage of consecrated tithes existed among the Greeks,
Romans, Carthaginians, and Arabians,'
as may be seen by a reference to Herodotus, Diodorus Seculus, Xenophon, and
other ancient historians. The duty of
tithe-paying would, therefore, seem to
rest on the common law of God's Kingdom, rather than on any specific statutory requirement."
When God entered into covenant relationship with Israel, He commanded
the nation to give Him one-tenth of all
their crops (Deut. 14:22), of all their
flocks and herds (Lev. 27 :32), and of all
their grains (II Chron. 31 :5-7). Any
failure to give this amount to God was
branded by Him as robbery (Mal. 3:8).
Only that which was offered in addition
to the required tithe was considered by
God to be a gift (II Chron. 31:12; Neh.
12 :44). Since the God of Israel owned
everything the people had, they were required to give the first portion unto
Him (Prov. 3:9).
In fact, Israel gave three different
tithes unto the Lord. In Lev. 27:30-33
and Num. 18:21-24, we find the Lord's
tithe or the "Holy Tithe." This tithe was
received by the Levites who in turn paid
a tenth of t h i s amount to Jehovah
through the priests. In Deut. 14:22-27,
we find the second, the national, or the
"Festival Tithe." This might be described
as a sort of a "vacation savings club"
idea. It consisted of the land's yearly
increase eaten before the Lord, "in the
place which He shall choose to place
His name." If the distance was too far,
the tithe of the land was sold and the
money was spent at the capitol for sac-
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Student Council
Acquires Emblems
And Seals
Pictured here is the B.B.I. emblem.
On students' sweaters, one may see
felt seals or chenille emblems bearing the
B.B.I. insignia.
Displayed on autos, brief cases and
luggage are B.B.I. decals (now on sale
in the bookstore, !Sc each or 2 for 25c).
rifices and feasting. All of the first tithe
belonged to God, but the second tithe
was enjoyed by the Israelite during the
national festival. In Deut. 14: 28, 29, we
have the third or the "Triennial Tithe"
which was a tenth of every third year's
increase which was shared by the Levite,
the stranger, the fatherless, the widows
and the poor.
The Lord Jesus endorsed tithing, when
He said, "Ye pay tithe ... these ye ought
to have done" (Matt. 23 :23). The
Apostle Paul must have been referring
to the principle of tithing when he wrote,
"Even so hath the Lord ordained that
they which preach the gospel should live
of the gospel" (I Car. 9:14). He also
said, "Upon the first day of the week
let every one of you lay by him in store,
as God hath prospered him, that there
be no gatherings when I come" (I Cor.
16:2).
We will search the Word of God in
vain to find such sayings as the following: "Whoever hath many doctor bills,"
or "Whoever hath great financial burdens," or "Whoever is building or buying or fixing up his home," or "Whoever is buying a camera, typewriter or
car for the Lord's work is exempted
from paying God one-tenth of his income." God does not excuse or exempt
anyone from tithing.

While the New Testament Epistles do
not command Christians to give onetenth of the income to God, yet the instructions concerning giving are so definite that no true Bible-believing Christian dare give less than one-tenth of his
income to God. Any careful study of I
Car. 16:1,2 will show that Christian giving is proportionate, personal, regular
and systematic. The early Christians
gave abundantly out of their great poverty and persecution and went far beyond the law of the tithes as found in
the Old Testament.
Let us heed the Word of the Lord
through Malachi, "Bring ye all the tithes
into the storehouse, that there may be
meat in mine house, and prove me now
herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I
will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that
there shall not be room enough to receive it" (Mal. 3:10). Are we PROVING
God or ROBBING God? Let us not
reply in sullen self-defense, "Wherein
have we robbed God?" If we are nontithers, the answer is as plain as the. nose
on our face - "in tithes and offerings."
"And all the tithe . . . is the Lord's: it
is holy unto the Lord ... the tenth shall
be holy unto the Lord (Lev. 27:30-32).
Let us joyfully and faithfully bring our
tithes unto Him and prove His precious
promises. And let us do it NOW!

"Forward Fund" Drive Launched

The Board of Trustees has voted to put forth every effort in the next three
months to raise in actual cash and pledges the amount of $50,000.00 to be used as
follows:
1. To retire the indebtedness on the present dormitory at 1469 East Blvd.
2. To secure a suitable men's dormitory.
3. To increase facilities, library and equipment.
4. To provide funds for additional full-time faculty.
This $50,000.00 may be paid within a period of two (2) years and must be m
addition to the regular income necessary to opera·te the Institute.

====================================,i
~-.===========
I am vitally interested in the work of training and preparing ministers, missionaries, teachers and Christian workers to carry the good
news of Christ to the lost.
I am willing to help as follows:
Prayer Warrior.
Regular Contributor $----------------------······ per month.
Donor, $10.00 - $25.00 per month.
Patron, $100.00 or more.
...... Benefactor, $1000.00 or more.
During the next two (2) years I will trust the Lord to be able to
give $.................................... toward the FORWARD FUND.

Fill in prayerfully; clip and return above to the Institute Office,
8273 Hough Avenue, Cleveland 3, Ohio

F.M.F. at 8.8.1.
What is F.M.F.? I'm sure that every
B.B.I. student knows that these letters
stand for Foreign Missions Fellowship.
This group consists of students who are
interested in missionary work.
Its objectives are to pray for B.B.I.
graduates on mission fields throughout
the world and to join in prayer for special requests brought by students for
other missionaries; also to learn about
the various fundamental mission boards
around the globe through speakers who
come to us from different mission boards
and fields.
For the benefit of anyone who might
think that F.M.F. is for only those who
plan to become foreign missionaries we
would inform you that this is not the
case. This fellowship group is for all
students who are interested in lost souls.
Certainly we are convinced that every
potential missionary in B.B.I. needs what
F.M.F. can offer and should be active in
this group, but just as definitely every
student should be a prayer partner in
F.M.F. (whether called to be a pastor
evangelist, teacher or whatever). Ever;
pastor or Christian worker needs to be
informed as to the work of present day
missions. F.M.F. strives to bring you this
information.
The tentative program for the balance
of the year is as follows:
April 7, Chapel Program - Round table
discussion of five fundamental Mission Boards.
May 2, Chapel Program - Miss Florence Hagen of the Cleveland Hebrew Mission will give a demonstration of the Jewish Passover.
Evening meeting - Miss Ru t h
Hege, missionary from S o u t h
America, under Mid-Missions, will
be our speaker.
I looked upon a sea
And lo! 'twas dead
Although by Hermon's snows
And Jordan fed.
How came a fate so dire?
The tale's soon told.
All that it got it kept,
And fast did hold.
All tributary streams
Found here their grave
Because the sea received
But never gave.
O sea that's dead! teach me
To know and feel
That selfish grasp and greed
My doom will seal.
And, Lord, help me my best,
Myself to give,
That I may others bless,
And, like Thee, live.
-Unknown
A time of abundant blessing begins
every school day at B.B.I. About five
minutes before the first period a student
leads each class in a devotional time. The
singing of a hymn or chorus quiets our
hearts for the reading of God's Word.
Requests for prayer are given and we
unite before God in prayer for them. It
has proved anew that beginning a thing
with the Lord makes for success.

-------
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The Prayer Of Faith

Sports Review

Student Testimony

Rev. Edwin W. Miller is pastor of the Erin
Ave. Baptist Chnrch, Cleveland, and is the instructor in Greek.

with Bob McGrew
Hello again all you rabid B.B.I. fans.
Here we are again with a report on all
the sports from this fair school.
It is with the utmost sorrow that we
come with the news that our highly
touted basketball team has again come
out on the short end of the battle of the
rafters at the Cleveland Bible College
gym. An overpowering C.B.C. team conquered our boys to the tune of 35-29. It
is interesting to note though that this
same C.B.C. team was edged by only 5
points by a Fenn College fraternity
group, champion in its league.
Several of the fellows work out at the
Y.M.C.A. a few times a week while
others limit their activities to ping-pong
and shuffle board games. With warmer
weather coming, the baseball fovet is
beginning to spread again as it does
every year about this time.

Sam Kalmus

Through the experiences of my own
prayer life and the observations of the
prayer lives of others, it is obvious that
few of us know much about the prayer
of faith. Personally, I have always believed that God could do what I asked
Him, but rare, indeed, h a s it been
w h en I have believed that He would
do it. Just recently
God has revealed to
me in His Word by
His S p i r i t some
wonderful t r u th s
about prayer. I wish
to share them with
each of you in the
hope that it will lead Prof. E. W. Miller
you into a more powerful and useful
prayer life. God has pressed upon my
heart a greater need of the power of the
Holy Spirit in my ministry. The steps
through which the Holy Spirit led me
are eight, which I tabulate as follows:
I. I Recognized ·my Need. I knew my
ministry lacked the power of the Holy
Spirit.
2. I Discovered that God Knew my Need.
My Father knoweth what things I have
need of, before I ask Him (see Matt.
6:8,32).
3. I Realized that God Could Meet My
Need. "For with God nothing shall be
impossible" (Lu. 1:37). "All things are
possible to him that believeth" (Mark
9:23; Matt. 17:20).
4. I Knew that It Was God's Will to
Meet my Need. "How much more shall
your heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to them that ask him?" (Lu. 11:13).
Paul said, "For this cause I bow my
knees unto the Father ... that he would
grant you . . . to be strengthened with
might by his Spirit" (Eph. 3:14-19).
5. I Believed that God Would Meet My
Need. "But my God shall supply all your
need according to his riches in glory by
Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4:19). "If any of
you lack . . . let ~im ask of God, t~at
giveth to all men liberally, and upbra1deth not· and it shall be given him. But
let him' ask in faith, nothing wavering
. . . For let not that man 'think that he
shall receive anything of the Lord"
(James 1 :5-7).
6. I Cried to God to Meet my Need. "For
he shall deliver the needy when he
crieth" (Ps. 72:12).
7. I was Assured that the Provision for
my Need Was on the Way. "And this is
the confidence that we have in him, that,
if we ask anything according to his will,
he heareth us; and if we know that he
hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know
that we have the petitions that we desired of him" (I Jn. 5:14-15). "Whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be
thou removed, and be thou cast into the
sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but
shall believe that those things which he
saith shall come to pass; he shall have

v,hatsoever he saith. Therefore I say
unto you, What things soever ye desire,
when ye pray, believe that ye receive
them, and ye shall have them" (Mark
11 :23-24).
8. I Thanked God that my Need was
Being Met. "Be careful for nothing; but
in every thing by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known unto God" (Phil. 4:6).
In regard to my need, God had made
known His will in advance. I, therefore,
brought my need to Him in prayer, took
Him at His word, and claimed what He
authorized me to ask. Had I not done
so, I would have mistrusted Him, and
robbed my own soul of a great spiritual
blessing.

Dates to Remember
Junior-Senior Banquet ------------ April 19
Choir Tour -------------------------------- April 24-29
Choir Tour to near-by points __ May 1-3
Choir Concert at Hough Ave.
Baptist Church --------------------···- May 10
Graduation Banquet ---------------------· May 16
Alumni Banquet ---------------------------- May 23
Commencement Exercises ........ May 29
Pray for the Ministry of B.B.I.

Bapiut Bil,.k !J~e
8.2.73 ollo."'il,, ./lt)eHue
eteu.s/,a,,uJ 3, (!Jluo.
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Born in Poland of Jewish orthodox
parents, as a lad, I sang with my father,
in the synagogue. I also went to synagogue where we pupils sat at the feet
of the rabbis who taught us the Old
Testament. At the age of nine, our family came to America, and in New York
a,nd Washington, D. C., my father and
I sang in synagogues. Some Christian
people in Washington took me to Gospel meetings. I was attending the
synagogue where I wore my tallith. Not
only at the synagogue did I wear my
tallith but at church services where I
sang in Hebrew. Later I sang in cabarets and movie houses.
Sometime after marrying, I went into
the army, where after returning home
from a five-year stay,. my father-in-law a
Baptist minister, spoke to me about the
Lord. The veil seemed to gradually lift
from my eyes, but I still refused to seriously consider Christ's claims for fear
of being disowned by my pare~ts. However, I attended services at the Baptist
C~urch where my wife went. Later my
wife and I came to Cleveland. While attending Gospel services here, as I looked
around the chapel I read the Scripture
verses on the walls and the Word of
God convicted me. An invitation was
given, and with tears of joy streaming
down my face,. I went forward, realizing
then that Christ was my Messiah, my
Lord and that the veil had been lifted
from my eyes. I saw myself the sinner
I was, needing the Saviour and He the
Lord Jesus was there to save m~ ! I
received Him into my heart and dedicated my life to Him. How I thank God
foi: tJ:ie ministers who were a help in
· pomtmg me to the Lord, and for my wife
and others who prayed that I might be
saved.
With my newly-found salvation came
an urge to witness for the Lord. I praise
the Lord for B.B.I., which I have entered to train for service and to learn the
Word of God. We, my wife and I want
to work with children, or perhaps ~mong
my own people the Jews, and are looking to the Lord for direction.
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